The house was opened for the reception of patients on 2 October I767 at first with three in-patients but before long there were twelve. In December of that year a committee was considering sites on which to buildithe infirmary and on i March I77I the new infirmary, built byJohn Carr in Infirmary Street on the site of the present Yorkshire Bank, was opened to receive twenty-seven inpatients (Fig. i) . By 1787 there were sixty-four beds, and in 1807 one hundred.
On 24 February i86o there were one hundred and forty-three patients in the House.
A few weeks before the infirmary at Leeds was opened, on 14 August I767, William Thomas Trant aged I9 years was chosen for the office of apothecary at the salary of 195 a year with board and lodging. Two candidates (the other being Benjamin Shepherd) had presented themselves before the Board in consequence of advertisements in the local papers. Trant was the first of a succession of twenty-five apothecaries who for nearly a hundred years played an important part in the work of the institution (Table I ). In i86o the title of the appointment was; changed to Resident Medical Officer at the time that Thomas Richard Jessop, later father-in-law to the Ist Lord Moynihan of Leeds, was elected.
It is the purpose of this paper to attempt to provide some information about the qualifications, duties and later careers of the apothecaries of this hospital.
Qualicationsfor the Office
The apothecaries began in medieval times as itinerant medicine-sellers, and later settled in shops. In I632 the College of Physicians obtained an order forbidding apothecaries to prescribe medicines, and until the Great Plague the S. T. Anning physicians exercised almost a monopoly over the treatment of the sick. The physician wrote his 'bills', which the apothecary dispensed. During the plague the apothecaries remained at their shops when most of the physicians had left, and they visited the plague victims in their homes. Their right to treat the sick was established in the mind of the public. The apothecary was only allowed to charge for medicines supplied and not for his advice but in I 829 it was held that an apothecary might claim remuneration either for his medicines or for his skill and attention, but that he must not charge for both. In 1838 the right ofthe apothecary to claim payment for both medicine and advice was legally confirmed. 1L The early apothecaries ofthe infirmary had no licences or diplomas. Membership of the Royal College of Surgeons of England was instituted in i 8oo and the examination for the Licenciate of the Society of Apothecaries was ordered by the Apothecaries Act of I8I5. W. T. Trant and his successors would have been apprentices seven or five years to an apothecary, but details are not available.
William Carr (appointed in I774) had been apprenticed to W. T. Trant but, as the latter had resigned in 1770, Carr cannot have been apprenticed four years unless he served with another master first. Mr The necessity for the apothecary to be free from the care of a family had been laid down in the Rules and Orders of i"767.2 The requirement as to age is referred to in the advertisement which appeared in the Leeds Intelligencer in December I 772, that 'an active Middle Aged Man is wanted as an Apothecary'. Mr. Abel Taylor was appointed having given his solemn promise that he would never set up as 'Surgeon, Apothecary or Druggist within this Parish'. His age is not mentioned but of the apothecaries whose age on appointment we know, most were in their twenties-Trant I9, Hardcastle 23, Rusby 28, Cass 21, Beckett 21, Garlick 23 and Allanson 29.
At first the apothecaries were appointed and re-appointed annually by the General Quarterly Board. All subscribers and the physicians and surgeons could attend and vote. At a special board held for the purpose of electing an apothecary in August i8io, ninety-five were present and there were eighty-four votes by proxy. It is curious that the number of subscribers attending the election of an apothecary was frequently much greater than those who voted for the election of a physician or surgeon.
In April I813, at an election (on this occasion for an assistant apothecary), the gentlemen of the faculty were desired to withdraw and examine the candidates respecting their professional ability and it seems that the view that the physicians and surgeons were best qualified to choose an apothecary was becoming accepted. In January i8I5: There is little information about the results ofthis order but in I82I Mr. Garlick paid to the Treasurer C6o ios., the amount deposited on bottles.
Admission of Patients
The admission ofpatients to the infirmary followed the recommendation of a subscriber and an examination by the physician or surgeon of the week, on a Friday afternoon. A good picture of the surgical practice of the Infirmary at the beginning of the nineteenth century can be builtup from Practical Observations on Surgery (i 803)3 by William Hey F.R.S. We find occasional references to case-histories such as:
I saw the Patient with Mr. L6gan. The wound was then plugged up by pieces of sponge which the House Apothecary had applied, upon an appearance of returning haemorrhage.
A case-notebook of Thomas Turner, probably a senior student, gives a list of some operations watched by him in I823 (Table II) . The apothecary is likely to have assisted at these and we thus have some idea of his surgical experience.
S. T. Anning Other Duties
A variety of other duties was carried out by the apothecary. Thus in 1782
Mr. Peacocke had to give evidence at York Assizes. The apothecary and the matron were closely associated in their work; as already noted he could never be away in her absence and he had to keep her informed of his whereabouts when he left the House. In 1776 the matron was granted an extra (6 a year for providing tea and sugar for herself and the apothecary, which was increased to $8 a year in 1780 'during the present exorbitant Prices of those Articles'. There is no information as to whether they drank this together nor is there evidence that their relationship was 
Duration of Service
Many of the apothecaries, on appointment, had to give an undertaking to stay three or five years and sometimes the appointment went to the candidate The Apothecaries of the General Infirmary at Leeds prepared to stay the longest time. Of the twenty-five apothecaries eleven stayed two or three years and six four to seven years. Mr. Allanson (appointed in 1833) seems to have been content to make the office his career for he remained no less than nineteen years. The other seven stayed one year or less, some resigning from ill-health.
The shortest period was served by Anthony Dempster who was discharged five weeks after his appointment in January 1774:
it having appeared to this Board that Mr. Dempster the Apothecary have missbehaved himself to the Female Servants of this House.
There is no evidence that he ever qualified. The son of a York apothecary of the same name, he had in 1764 been apprenticed to a carpenter and cabinet maker in York for seven years but presumably gave that up and became apprenticed to an apothecary though no record has been found of this.
Salaty and Gratuities
It has been mentioned that Mr. Trant's salary in i767 was £15 per annum with board and lodging. This is meagre compared with the £8o a year paid in 1725 to the apothecary at Guy's Hospital' and the Jioo a year with house at We do not know for how long he was away though any benefit he derived seems to have been temporary for in August I829 he resigned 'in consequence of Indisposition'. Mr. Sharpe had three weeks' leave in I83I and two years later he also resigned for the same reason. The impression gained is that the apothecary was not expected to have leave for purely recreational purposes though this view became modified during Mr. Allanson The Apothecaries of the General Infirma?y at Leeds
The gentlemen of the faculty having reported their opinion 'that an assistant Apothecary will be the most proper mode of relief' the following advertisement was inserted in the Leeds papers for an Assistant Apothecary:
... He must be a Single Man, and one regularly educated to the Profession (and will be considered as acting under the Direction of Mr. Beckett, the present Apothecary) he will also be boarded and lodged in the House, and must be in continual Attendance.
John Brooke Greenwood was appointed.
In course of time it became clear that one assistant provided insufficient help for the apothecary. In the minutes ofa Weekly Board meeting held in May I825 we read:
the Faculty having stated to the Board that more assistance was necessary in the Pharmaceutical Department of the House [it was ordered] that the Faculty be requested to make choice of a suitable person to act as second Assistant Apothecary to the House.
There remained two assistant apothecaries until i86o when the title of the appointment was changed.
All the assistant apothecaries were unqualified on appointment but had served their apprenticeship with a surgeon or apothecary. The fee paid for the apprenticeship varied. In 1830, when James Paget6 was bound to Mr. Charles Costerton of Yarmouth, his father had to pay a hundred guineas but William Carwithen Ford of Kingsbridge in Devon was paid /252 ios. od. for taking Richard Paige Tucker as apprentice, for which he had to provide 'good and sufficient meat, drink and lodgings' and instruct him in the profession and practice of a surgeon and apothecary.7
Living under the same roof, as was customary in the days of medical apprenticeship, the preceptor could look after both mind and morals of his pupil. The fledgling, in return for the instruction received at the hands of his master,-not only compensated him for his trouble, but performed many of the menial offices of a servant about the house and the office. It was he who prepared the powders, mixed concoctions, made the pills, swept the office, kept the bottles clean, assisted in operations, and often through main force supplied the place of the anaesthetic of today in the amputation of limbs and other surgical procedures. He rode about with the doctor from house to house, profiting by his personal experience....
The advertisement for an assistant apothecary inserted in the papers in June 1856 states that
The Situation is very eligible for Young Gentlemen who have served a regular Apprenticeship to the Profession of a Surgeon, as they will be Free of the Practice of the Hospital, with Board, Washing and Lodging. No pecuniary Emolument is allowed.
We only know the age on appointment of one of the assistant apothecaries, namely, Charles Elam who was 20 years old.
Many of the assistant apothecaries qualified within a few years of resigning their appointment though six of the thirty-one never did so. The usual period of service in this office was two years though three served only about one year.
S. T. Anning
Two served three years, four four years, two for five and C. F. Brown for as long as six years, an early examplk of the 'chronic' student one imagines. He qualified however in I840, a year after resigning. From i 832 all but two of the assistant apothecaries qualified, most with a double qualification (medical and surgical) and one (Charles Elam) became F.R.C.P.
The Apothecaries' Act became law in 1815 and in August of that year the Court of Examiners of the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries laid down the first detailed regulations. Candidates were expected to possess a competent knowledge of Latin (to understand prescriptions); to produce certificates of having attended two courses of lectures on anatomy and physiology, two on the theory and practice of medicine, one on chemistry and one on materia medica; ofsix months' attendance on the practice ofa public hospital, infirmary or dispensary; and of five years' apprenticeship to an apothecary. The examination intended after this curriculum was by viia voce only, as was customary at that time. 9 The candidate was not admitted unless 21 years of age.
From I 8oo the usual qualification for a surgeon was Membership ofthe Royal College ofSurgeons, the London College requiring as education for this examination no more than certificates of one course on anatomy and one on surgery. In I8I3 the College added a year's attendance on the surgical practice in a hospital, namely, walking the surgical wards and attending operations: there was no need in London to learn any medicine at all. A general practitioner should have passed the examination of the Apothecaries' Hall and between i8i 8 and 1841 there were seven ex-assistant apothecaries who went into practice with this qualification. In fact this was not essential and a surgical diploma, obtained without learning any medicine, could be used as a qualification for general practice.9 Several of the apothecaries and assistant apothecaries between 1804 and I854 had only the M.R.C.S. as qualification. E. W. Ward (I854) was the last.
It must have been difficult for the earlier assistant apothecaries and the pupils to attend courses in anatomy and physiology without going to London. Some courses were given in Leeds but only irregularly. In I773 Unfortunately there was friction between the senior members of the profession on the staff of the infirmary and others, mainly apothecaries, led by Thackrah and his pupils. There was a crisis in I827 at a teaching given by Mr. Samuel Smith, senior surgeon to the infirmary. An altercation arose between the supporters of the two parties. One of Thackrah's pupils, Richard George Horton (later a general practitioner in Leeds) produced a horse-whip with which he thrashed Willson Cryer, the senior assistant apothecary. He was prosecuted and fined 20 for this assault. Mr. Cryer quahfied L.S.A. in I830 and in I847 was practising in Bradford.
An opinion was arising that there should be a medical school in Leeds. Several provincial medical schools had been established-at Bristol in i8i8, at Manchester in I824 and at Sheffield in I828. Thackrah was most active in prosecuting the idea probably because his private school had never become recognized by the College of Surgeons and, moreover, he and Samuel Smith appear to have become reconciled. They and a group of medical men which included Joseph Prince Garlick (a former apothecary of the infirmary) and William Hey (the third) founded the Leeds School of Medicine in I831. In the following year the Weekly Board of the Infirmary: Medical Officer' should be substituted for 'Apothecary' and the change applied S. T. Anning to the assistants also. From I826 the apothecary had occasionally been referred to as the house surgeon and commonly so in the I850's. At St. Bartholomew's hospital house surgeons were mentioned as early as I8I3. 6 In 1835 a housesurgeoncy at that hospital was expensive and beyond James Paget's means6 though at Guy's hospital in I856 it was a six months' appointment for students chosen after they had obtained the diploma of the Royal College of Surgeons. 4 It was not until I867, however, that at St. Bartholomew's the office of apothecary was abolished and four house physicians appointed, each paid £25 a year.
The Later Careers of the Apothecaries
Of the twenty-five apothecaries it has only been possible to trace the careers of sixteen. Some never qualified and some died early. William Thomas Trant, as noted, became a druggist in Leeds; nine apothecaries went into general practice in Leeds or elsewhere and one, Robert Hardcastle, died soon after resigning the appointment. Samuel Hare became a surgeon in Leeds and later in London and J. P. Garlick surgeon to the Leeds Public Dispensary. Anthony Cass was a candidate for the office ofsurgeon to the infirmary and was a surgeon in Leeds in 1826. The only one to get on the honorary staff of the infirmary was Robert George Hardwick who was appointed physician in i86o. The first resident medical officer, T. R. Jessop, appointed in i86o, became honorary surgeon ten years later.
The majority of the assistant apothecaries went into general practiceeighteen ofthe thirty-one-most in Yorkshire though one in Clapham Common. Charles Elam became a physician in Harley Street and Thomas Churton was appointed physician to the infirmary in i 88o. Thomas Scattergood, having been lecturer in chemistry for many years in the Leeds School of Medicine became surgeon to the Hospital for Women and Children in I863 and he was Dean of the Medical School. The other ten have not been traced.
Summaty
The qualifications, duties and later careers of some of the apothecaries and assistant apothecaries of the General Infirmary at Leeds have been traced. An apothecary might become a druggist, apothecary or general practitioner, physician or surgeon. ACKNO -e 6
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